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25 200unu Adsokamcko opyscecmeo ,,Cumeoros u Jlepmeroxnues”

Iura scripta sunt vigilantibus,

non dormientibus

aB. JlepMeHJXMeB, HaIu
AHe Bu nputecuaBa daxra,
ye Al ,S & D rpsa6Bamre
lla M3I'BITHU YeTBBPT BeK, 3a [Ja
DFL pa Bu nokaHm 3a MHTEPBIO:
VBaxkaemn xonera Yo6anos, Aj-
BOKATCKO JIPYXeCTBO ,S & D“ e He
CaMo efHO OT ImbpBUTe popMau-
3MpaHM CAPYXEHMS MeXJYy ajBo-

KaTlu, HO M JOCTATDBYHO yHI/IKa}IHO,
3a Ja He O0bJe IOC/IeNHO, He3aBUCK -
MO KOra Iife ce 06bpHeTe K'bM Hac.

ExHo ot mppBUTe popManusu-
paHu, Kka3Barte?

Ha (ycmuxsa ce). Ome mpes ga-
negnara 1991 r., maprt mecen, nmpu
OeliCTBMEeTO Ha YKa3 56, agBOKart

Koncrautun CumeoHoB (He agBo-
kara Ha LIB.B. - 6.a.) u a3, cbBCeM
MJafi, U3I'bTHEH C eHepTus U eH-
TyCUasbM, IOJ 0/IarOCKIOHHUA
Iorjiefi Ha MosATa Malika, ags. Kpe-
MeHa Beprun [Jumosa, yupegnxme
IPY>KeCTBO C OTpaHNYEeHA OTTOBOP-
HocT S&D c enHCTBEH IpeaMeT Ha
JEVHOCT: IOPUANYECKM M KOHCYII-

The law aids the vigilant and not the
sleeping ones

Att. Dermendjiev, it doesn’t bother you

that S&D law firm had to complete half a
century of existence for the DFL to invite
you for an interview, does it?

It was as far back as March 1991 when
lawyer Konstantin Simeonov (not the one
defending Tsvetan Vasilev - author ‘s note)
and myself, young and full of energy and
enthusiasm, under the benevolent gaze

of my mother, lawyer Kremena Vergil
Dimitrova, founded the limited liability
company S & D with the sole object of
activity: legal and consulting services
and legal representation. It was created
under Decree 56. The capital we had at
the time were desks, our typewriters and
our knowledge, which even back then
was called ,,know-how*, And so was it

assessed by the SCC -- as a contribution
in kind, perhaps the first equity share
registered this way. It is this ,,know-how*
which made us what we are now and has
allowed us to be different and first.

You mentioned your mother, lawyer
Kremena Dimova. She is indeed a
significant  figure with undeniable
contribution not only for your company,
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Poder e na 7 Hoemspu 1962 e. 3asvpuiea FOpuouseckus da-
kynmem Ha Coguticku yHusepcumem ,Ce. Knumenm Oxpudcku
cneyuannocm npaeo. Ilpumencasa Ounioma no aHenuticko npaso u
npaso Ha Eeponeiickus cot03 om yrusepcumema 6 Keiim6puoac. Toii
€ cmapuiu ynpasnsgeau, coopysxscux 6 Adsoxamcko opysecmso ,Cu-
meonos u [epmendncues” (S&D). Joxmop e no npaso ¢ 0okmopcka
oucepmayusi 8 007ACIMA HA MeHOYHAPOOHOMO HACMHO NPABO U
mexoyHapooen apoumpas. Uner e na AC u YC na Beneapckama
mwpeo6cko — npomuuinena nanama. Uner e ouje Ha JIoHOOHCKUS
MedHOyHapoder apbumpancer cv0. Apoumsp e 6 cnuceka ¢ apou-
mpu Ha MexwdyHapoonus: cnopmen apéumpaxcer ce0(CAS) 6 Jlo-

sana, Meetiyapus. Toii e ITouemen Korcyn na Penyonuxa Kenus 6
Boneapus. Ynen e na Coguiicka adsoxamcka xonezus. Uner e u Ha
Ascmpuiicko-6vneapckama mupeoscka kamapa. B Iapuxckus ap-
6umpanc (ICC) Ads. [lepmeroncues 3auumasa AceHuusima no npu-
samusayusima 8 deno, Ha ascmputickama xomnanus EVN sapaou
npodasxbama na ,Enexmpopasnpedenenue - Crotues 6pse” kaxmo
u 6 Hawymanomo deno Ha 1ao 3eesu cpeusy AII no noeod npusamu-
sayusma Ha AK ,bankan 3awumasan HEK e ICC Zurich cpeusy
IDcetinan Xonoure u op. EOuncmeenusim wopucm y Hac ¢ mueH3 3a
nUA0M HA camonem
Tosopumu esuryu: anenuiicku u pycku e3ux

TAQHTCKM YCIYTM ¥ IIPOILECYaNHO
npencTaBuUTencTBO. KanntansT HU
6sxa Olopara, NUINEN[ATE MAMIN-
HY ¥ 3HAHUATA, HApUYaHU [OPU
U ToraBa ,HOy-xay'. Taka Gemre u
ounenerno ot CI'C, xaTo Hemapu4Ha
BHOCKa B KaIlUTaja, MoXxe 61 mbp-
BaTa TakaBa perucTpupaHa BHOC-
Ka. VIMeHHO TOBa ,HOy-Xay“ HIU
HAIlpaBU Ha TOBAa, KOETO CMe cera
¥ HJ IO3BOJIM Ja CMe Pas3iNdHU U
I'BPBIL.

L % 3 % 3% %

Cnomenaxrte, Bamrara wMmaiika
- apB. Kpemena J[IumoBa e pmeiicT-
BUTETHO 3HauMMa ¢urypa c 6e3-
CIOpeH NPUHOC, JOKOIKOTO pa3s-
6upamM He caMoO 3a JPYKECTBOTO
Bu, HO 3a Bac TMYHO, KAaKTO U 3a
Bamero nuyHO pasBuTHE, A U 3a
aBOKaTypara KaTo LA710...

Ila, cmomenax sa. He camo 3a-
0TO € Mos Mayka. Ta Gewe egun
U3K/TIOYNTENEeH MpodeCcruoHaNnCT,
paboTenia MOYTH 0 Kpast Ha )XUBO-
Ta CU, C USKTIOUNUTENEH U IBATOTO-
IOUILEeH OINT, ¢ 0130 50 rogumen
cTax kato agBokatr. Ot ¢popmanHa
I7lefHa TOYKa, TS CTaHa MpUYMHA-
Ta 3a C’h3JJaBaHETO Ha AIBOKATCKO
apyxectso S&D. A3 mMax Kbc-
MeTa Mailka Mu fja Obae m3bpaHa

CHumMKa ¢ npeduwHus npeaudeHm Ha Kerusi Kubaku

IVAYLO DERMENDIJIEV, PHD IN PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW

Born on November 7, 1962 Ivaylo Dermendjiev graduated from the Law Faculty

of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski with a major in Law. He went on to earn a
degree in English Law and European Union Law from the University of Cambridge.
He is a senior managing partner at law firm Simeonov ¢ Dermendjiev. He holds a
PhD in Law with a thesis in the field of private international law and international
arbitration. Dermenjiev is an arbitrator of the Court of Arbitration and Board
member of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce as well as member of the London
International Court of Arbitration. He is also on the list of arbitrators of the Inter-
national Court of Arbitration for Sport in Lausanne, Switzerland. Att. Dermendjiev
is an Honorary Consul of the Republic of Kenya in Bulgaria. He is a member of the
Sofia Bar Association and a member of the Austrian-Bulgarian Chamber of Com-
merce. Dermendjiev has represented the Privatization Agency (PA) in the case of
the Austrian company EVN on the sales of Sunny Beach distribution company in the
International Court of Arbitration at the International Chamber of Commerce in
Paris as well as in the notorious case Gad Zeevi vs PA on the privatization of Balkan
Airlines. He has also defended the National Electric Company (NEC) on the case
against Ceylan Holding at the ICC in Zurich.

Dermendjiev is the only lawyer in the country licensed to pilot a plane.

Spoken languages: English and Russian

as I understand, but for you personally,
for your personal development and for the
legal profession.

Yes, I mentioned her not only because
she was my mother but also because she
was an outstanding professional who
worked almost to the end of her life;
a person of exceptional and extensive
experience, a person with a legal career
that spanned nearly 50 years. Formally
she was the reason for the establishment
of Law Firm S&D. I was lucky my mother
was appointed the Secretary of the 8th
Bar Team; this is how we used to work
at the time, in “teams”, there were 9 in
total. Remuneration was subject to a
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3a CekpeTap Ha 8-MM aJJBOKAaTCKU
KOJIEKTUB, TOraBa Taka paboTuxme,
B KOJEKTHBHU, 0s1xa ob6mo 9. VMma-
e u ,TaBaH“ Ha BB3HATPAK/EHM-
ATa — IMO-MJIAgNTE KOJIETU MOXE U’
BBOOIe 71a He ca 4yBalauM — TOBA,
KOETO Ce M3Kapa HaJl TaBaHa, OTUBA
B IOJI32 HAa KOJEKTNBA, 38 MPeMUN
HaKpaH Ha TropgmHara. OHI/ITHI/ITe
aJIBOKaTy HAMaxa MpobjeM ¢ TaBa-
Ha 11 3aTOBA C yLOBOJICTBIE IIOMAra-
Xa Ha no-mnagure. Ha men, mppsnu
M1 moMorHa ajB. ViBan Kwuranos,
Cserna My maMer, 6alla Ha cerai-
Hua npepceparen Ha CAK, Iletnp
Kuranos. E, He Mu 6emre mo Bkyca
I'BPBOTO J1€/I0 — TPAXKJAHCKMU MIIeI]
B IIPOM3BOJICTBO IO M3HACU/IBAHE —
HO aJABOKAaTbHhT HE BMHArm MOXKE Oa
u3bupa OTKb/e fa 3aMOvHe..

Cnyunnu cre ¢ Malika, 1e Kaxe
HAKOI ...

A3 CBM CIY4YUT CBC CEMENCTBO
- 6ama M1 € BCeU3BECTHUAT PO .
MBan [lepMeH/KUEB - U3K/IIOUU-
TeJIeH KOMOPUT, He3abpaBUM U [0
ITHEeC, MaKkap 4Ye e IOYMHAN Mpenu
nosede oT 20 rofuHM, XapecBar ro
U KoJeruTe, M Komexkure. OcBeH
Oe3KkpaifHaTa eHeprusi 3a >KUBOT,
6ama Mu Oelle M M3KIIOYUTEIEH
epYANUT — HErOBUTE JeKLUUN TPYH-
HO ce ygbpKaxa efUHCTBEHO B
obmacTTa Ha aMUHUCTPATUBHOTO
IIpaBo, Cpefl YMIITO POFLOHAYAIHN-
oy e toil. VimeHHoO, 6ama Mu, ole
npepu 1989 rogmua, TBBpACLIE, Ye

»ceiling younger colleagues may not be
aware of at all; what was earned above
the ceiling was distributed within the
team in the form of end-of-year bonuses.
Experienced lawyers were not bothered
by the ceiling, so they gladly helped the
younger ones. Well, my first case, the civil
plaintiff in a rape case, was not exactly to

my liking but a lawyer can rarely choose
where to start from.

Born lucky, some would say, envisaging
your mother ...

I was lucky with both of my parents.
My father was the renown prof. Ivan

Dermendjiev, a colourful character
himself, remembered to this day

He caMO € HeOOXOIUMO, HO U IIe Ce
C}IY‘H/I, a,[[MI/IHI/ICTpaTI/IBHOTO r[pa-
BOCHAME Jla MMa CBOI CaMOCTOS-
TeNleH CIlelMaanu3upaH Cbj — He3a-
BUCUM, C TpI/I MHCTAaHIO UM, KAaKTO €
OMUJIO B HAYa/I0TO Ha MMUHAINUSA BEK.
bama My e aBTOp Ha MHOXECTBO
TPyAOBe B 00/1acTTa Ha agMUHU-
CTPAaTUBHOTO IIPaBO, KOUTO U [0
lieH [HelleH ce m3paBat. Pasbupa
ce, OCBBPEMEHEHU C MOMOLITa Ha
HETOBUTE ACUCTEHTM — JIHeC yBa-
xaBaHuTe npodecopu Jouuo Xpy-
canoB 1 Jumutsp Kocros. Ocoben
HPI/IHOC 3a a]:[MI/IHI/ICTpaTI/IBHOTO
IpaBo MMa HeroBara MoHorpadus
- AIMMHUCTPaTUBHUAT akT. V He
ro KasBaM, 3all0To M € Oala, a 3a-

although he passed away more than 20
years ago. He had unrivalled energy for
life and was an outstanding erudite; his
lectures could hardly be constrained
to the field of administrative law of
which he is one of the founders. Back
in the distant 1989 it was my father who
insisted that administrative law should
one day have its own specialized court,
an independent three instance one as it
was at the beginning of last century. My
father authored numerous papers in the
field of administrative law, which are
being published to this day. The credit
for updating them, of course, goes to
his then assistants, the now esteemed

LIOTO C'hBCEM HACKOPO, 3a 3allyuTa-
Ta Ha JIMYHA Kay3a, He K/IMEHTCKA,
3aefIHO C IPYTM KOJeTn-agBOKATH B
c¢bljaTa Imo3nnmAd, YCTaHOBI/IXMe, qe
HpaBHaTa CBhITHOCT Ha ,,aIMIMHN-
CTpAaTMBHMS aKT € OCTaHaja He-
MI3ME€HHa Hp€3 TOOMHUTE I MMEHHO
pascoxaeHnsTa Ha npod. Jepmen-
IPKIEB Ca Te3M, Ha KOUTO CUUTAME,
ye e eJMHCTBEHO MepOJaBHO [a
OCHOBeM 3amurara cu. lasm Mo-
Horpapus  ,AZMMHUCTPATUBHU-
AT aKT“ B MOMEHTA € IIO[ IleYaT B
YHUBEpPCUTETCKOTO U3HATENCTBO,
€CTeCTBEHO CBbC CIIOMOIECTBYBa-
TeJICTBOTO Ha HalllaTa KaHTOPaA.

HauctuHa craBa Bce MO-MHTe-

professors Doncho Hrusanov and
Dimitar Kostov. Recently, myself and
other fellow lawyers were reasoning on
the defense of a personal cause, not a
client’s one, only to find out that the legal
nature of the ,,administrative act“ has
remained invariable over the years and
it is exactly prof. Dermendjiev’s ideas
that we needed to base our defense as the
most accredited ones.

This is getting more and more
interesting. You mentioned other lawyers
outside your company with whom you
share a cause. Are you by any chance
envisaging the contestation of honorary
consuls regarding their “withdrawn



HapeHue om S&D 3a Cogpulicku palioHeH cb0

pecHo - Ka3Bare, 4e C JPYIru aiBo-
KaTu, U3BbH BameTo gpyxecTBoO,
uMate o0Ima Kaysa - Jalau cTaBa
fiyMa 3a OCIIOPBaHETO, KOETO II0-
YeTHUTE KOHCYIN HPaBAT Ha ,,0T-
HeTHUTe UM NPUBMIETHN ...
KasychT HaucTuna e mHTEpeCeH
- M TO He 3al[OTO HIKOJIKO aJBO-
KaTa, BCe MAaCTUTU MIMEHa, Ha4eso ¢
koseraTta bopucnas bosaHoB, koiiTo
e 1 IpeficefiaTe/l Ha OpPraHM3aUNATA
Ha IOYeTHNUTE KOHCY/IN, lije TPsiOBa
la ,0mas3sAT  MPUBUJIETUNUTE, KaK-
TO TM € Hapek/Jo HPaBUTEICTBOTO
B OCTaBKa, a 3al0TO BbpXoBHU-
AT aJMUHUCTPATUBEH CBJ, B 4U-
ATO KOMIIETEHTHOCT € JIeJIOTO, e
Tps6Ba ma ompenenu OamaHcoOBa-
Ta TOYKA MEXJy peBaHIIMCTKATa
BOJIA Ha OpraHa, Ipuesn OCIOpBa-
HaTta Hapenba, KOSATO BOJISA € U3-
paseHa 4pe3 OTCHCTBAIIN, HO II'bK
obupHM 3a ¢urypara ,Il0o4YeTeH
KOHCYI“ MOTUBH, OT €JHa CTpaHa,
OT pyra MeXAy Aiyxa 1 OykBaTa Ha

privileges”?

The case is really a curious one, not
only because a number of lawyers, all
of whom reputed, headed by fellow
lawyer Borislav Boyanov (also Chairman
of the Bulgarian Honorary Consuls
Association) will have to ,,protect the
privileges, as the government under
resignation has chosen to call it, but
because the Supreme Administrative
Court under whose jurisdiction the
case is will need to determine the
balance point between the vengeful
will of the authority which has adopted
the contested ordinance with motives
offensive to the figure of the ,,honorary
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[TPABATA CA 3A B/AINIUTE

3aKoHa 32 HOPMAaTMBHITE aKTOBE,
Mexnly BmeHckara xoHBeHIMA 3a
KOHCY/ICKUTE OTHOIIEHWSA M Tasn
3a IUIJIOMAaTH4eCKNTe OTHOUICHNUS
(mOKONMKOTO 3a HIKOM [JbpKaBU
[ToyeTHNTE KOHCYIN Ca eAVHCTBe-
HUTe MM IIpefiCTaBUTeNn B bbira-
pu, KaKTO € IPU MeH)

Bue cte moyeren KoHcyn Ha Ke-
HUA - Kak u 3amo Kenusa?

CraHax modYeTeH KOHCYI Ha
Kenuss 3apagm TpHUATENCTBOTO
MU C eOUH JOCTOJIelleH KeHMIi-
CKM IOPUCT, KOTOTO IO3HAaBaM OT
Onumnuitckure urpu B ATuHa
2004, KbHeTo 3aemHO OAXMe YJe-
HoBe Ha ad hoc manena Ha Mexny-
HAapOJHNUA CIOPTeH apbutpax. [-H
lllapag Pao mo oHOBa BpeMe Gele
IJIaBeH IIPOKYpPOp M MUHNUCTDP Ha
npasocbanero Ha Kenmsa. Te uc-
Kaxa /la pasmnpsABaT CBONUTE Npef-
CTaBUTENCTBA B cTpaHu oT EBpo-
C'bI03a, U3BDH CDHIIECTBYBAI[UTE B

consul“ on the one hand, and the spirit
and the letter of the Law on Normative
Acts on the other; between the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations and
the one on Diplomatic Relations (as far as
for some countries the honorary consuls
are a country’s only representatives in
Bulgaria).

You are the Honorary Consul of Kenya.
How come Kenya and why?

I have become Honorary Consul of
Kenya owing to my friendship with a
dignified Kenyan lawyer whom I met
at the Olympic Games in Athens 2004
where we both happened to be members
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Iepmannsa u BpB Opannus. Kaspam
— IpeACTABUTENICTBA, 3aI[OTO KOH-
CYTBT HE € CaMO AHTAXMPAH C W3-
JABAaHETO Ha JJOKYMEHTH, TOI MMa
THPTOBCKM, IMOMUTUIECKN U TIpef-
CTaBUTeNMHM QYHKIUU B IIpueMa-
mara JbpXaBa, 0co6eHO KOraro,
KaKTO € B MOs Cly4ail, CbM €JUH-
CTBeH OQuIManeH MIpefCTaBUTEN
Ha Peny6nmuka Kenmsa B Hamara
crpaHa. busnecsT Ha Kenus B mo-
MeHTa MMa CEpUO3€eH CTOKOOOOpOT
¢ bpnrapus, Ho ToBa oduimanHO
CTAaTUCTUYECKN He ce OTYMUTa. 3a-
10TO MMHaBa Kato BHOC oT EC.
Bammure ymratenu e ce M3HeHa-
maT KaTo pasbepar, 4e MOTOBUMHA-
Ta OT IIBETATA, KOUTO Ca Ha HAIINA
naszap ugsar ot Kennsa. CpmjoTo e ¢
qas, ¢ kapero. Kenus e mHTepecHa
I'bpXKaBa 3allOTO TaM CE30HBT 3a
3eMefenie, 1 0COOEHO 3a [[BETATA,
e 12 mecena. Cronunara Haitpo6u,
kosATO € Ha 1800 merpa Hagmop-
CKa BJMCOYMHA, IMa BIEYAT/IABAIIO

of an ad hoc panel of international sports
arbitration. At the time Mr Sharad
Rao was the Attorney General and
Minister of Justice of Kenya. They were
keen to expand their representations
to EU countries outside the existing
ones in Germany and France. I say
“representations” because the consul is
not only committed to issuing papers
but has commercial, political and
representative functions in the host
countrytoo, especiallywhen,asis my case,
there is no other official representation
of the Republic of Kenya in our country.
Kenya’s businesses currently has a serious
turnover with Bulgaria although, sadly,

2 /{1
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OamaHCUpaH KIMMAT - Ipe3 3U-
MaTa e cpepHo 18 rpapgyca, a npes
naToto - 26. IIpu tax GexxaHIuTe
ca ... TepMaHIU - KOTATO ce IeH-
CUOHMpAT OTUBAT U JKUBEAT TaM,
3aIOTO TOBA € MjeajieH KIMMar.
Hecnydaiino ce TBbpAM, Y€ 4YOBe-
4eCTBOTO ce e 3apoanio B Adpuka
1 B 4acTHOCT B KeHus.

Koraro xogurte mo Kenus, Bue
U MUIOTHPATe caMonera?

(Yemuxsa ce) He, HO He 3amoTO
He 6MX MOIBI. A 3aI[0TO CHC Cb-
BpeMeHHUTe HUCKOTapudHU KOM-
IIaHUN, yMeHI/IHTa oa praB}IHBaIH
CaMoOJIET He Ca eNUHCTBEHO M CaMO
3a ymoBoncTBue. Bcuukn, kourto me
[I03HABAT, 3HAAT, 4e a3 obuyam aj-
peHanMHa — a cpemuara ¢ 06manuTe,

Usatino epmeHoxues ,
ynpaernsasauw, CbOPYXXHUK

i

official statistics does not account for
that since it is disguised as imports from
the EU. Your readers will be surprised
to learn that half of the flowers on our
market come from Kenya. Same with
tea and coffee. Weatherwise Kenya is
fascinating because the climate favours
agriculture 12 months a year and is
particularly good for flowers. The capital
Nairobi lying 1800 meters above sea
level has impressively balanced climate
- the winter average is 18 degrees, and
the summer one is 26. The “refugees” in
Kenya are ... Germans; when they retire,

KOTaTO CU B JIBY/4-MeCTeH CaMosIeT
M CU Ha 4 XTI M BUCOYMHA € Helllo,
KOETO CI 3aC/y’KaBa Jla IPeXNUBH-
Balll OTHOBO U OTHOBO.

Ille n3smon3BaM 3a MOBOJ ,,B3e-
MaHeTO Ha pelleHus“ - Bue He cTe
CaMo aJIBOKAT, HO M apOUTBP - Koe
€ MO-CUIHOTO NpeRu3BUKATEN-
CTBO: a[BOKATCKaTa pO/s M Tasu
Ha apOuTbpa?

B oduca ce sanumaBame c ap-
OUTpaxX, BKIIOYUTETHO U MEXAY-
HapogeH, oT 1995/6-ta roguHa. Ilo
I[aCT/INBO CT€YEHE Ha 0OCTOSATE-
CTBATa, B IIOBEYETO MEXAYHApPOJ-
HU apOUTPaXKHU Ie/1a CMe IpeJcTa-
BJIsIBa/MM ObrapckaTa IbpKaBa.

[To-kbCcHO, TMYHO a3 651X U36paH
3a apouTHp B ApOUTPaKHMS CBJ

[ e
they move to Kenia because they find the
climate alluring. Not surprisingly it is
argued that humanity has originated in
Africa and particularly in Kenya.

Do you fly your own plane to Kenya?

(Smiles) No, I don’t. Not because I
am not able to but because of modern
low-cost airlines. The skills to fly an
aircraft are not there only to give you
pleasure. People who know me know that
I love adrenaline - and my one-on-one
meeting with the clouds when sat behind
the wheel of a two or four-seater plane,

npu BTIIII, xbpeto umam Hap 250
Jiefla KaTo 4YIeH Ha ChCTaB U IOHE
30 kaTo nmpepcenaren. YieH cbM Ha
JloHOHCKMA apOUTpaXkeH CbA. A
mpe3 2002 6sax n3bpaH 3a YieH Ha
MexayHapogHust apOUTpaxk KbM
Onumnuiicknsa xkomutet B Jlo3aHa.

TpymHo My e ma ompepenst Kos
pons e mpodecnoHanHO MO-Apas-
Hela: Korato cm apb6butsp (oco-
0eHO KOTaTo CU EeNVHCTBEH 4Y/IeH
Ha CbCTaBa), MCKAll CTPAaHUTE Ja
OCTaHaT JJOBOJTHU, TOHEXe CMUCDH-
BT Ha apOUTpaxka € MOCTUTaHeTO
He CaMo Ha MpaBHATA, HO U Ha XI-
TelicKaTa CIIPaBei/IMBOCT (KOUTO
yecTo ce pasmmuasar!) JJokato B
poJIsiTa Ha aBOKAT, CU abCOTIOTHO
»CBOOOZIeH fa ybOemmm cbpa, ue
mpaBoTo (M >KMUTelicKaTa JIOTMKA)
ca Ha CTpaHaTa Ha TBOS K/IMEHT.

CnomeHeTe 3a HAKOM OT I'bp-
BHUTe CM apOuTpaxu - 6110 KaTo
aIBOKAT, 6110 KaTo apoUTHpP?

IIppBOTO KpyHmHO HENO 3a OHe-
31 TOAMHM Oellle C y4acTUETO Ha
ro/sMaTa KOHCY/ITAHTCKa KOMIIa-
HUs, KOSTO BIOCTeACTBUe dammpa
- Apryp AnpepcpH. Te 3aBemoxa
UCK 32 KOMMCHOHHUTE IO MPOJaXK-
6ara Ha Hedroxum m ocranamure
OT T.H. IeTposHa rpymna - CBunosa,
Heoxum u 1.1. ToBa 6emre mbpBOTO
TEXKO Meno, Koeto moexme B ICC
- ITapmx. VIckpT 6€ OTXBBPIIEH U3-
sano. Cheq ToBa, JOBOMTHA OT pe-
3y/JTaTa areHIuATa 3al0YHA Ja HU

four thousand meters above the earth is
something worth experiencing again and
again.

Let’s move on to decision-making.
You are not only a lawyer but also an
arbitrator. Which is more challenging:
being a lawyer or being an arbitrator?

Our office has been into arbitration,
including international arbitration,
since 1995/6. Personally I was appointed
arbitrator in the Arbitration Court at the
BCCI, where I have more than 250 cases
as a member of the Chamber and at least
30 as the Chairman. I am also a member
of the London Court of Arbitration. In



Bb3/ara MOpefuia oT
apOuTpakHu [ena, KOu-
TO TOraBa CTaHaxa HOPU
MopiepHM. BxarounuTenHo
6sXMe HaeTu IO MeI0TO
lapg 3eeBn cpemy Aren-
U 32 MPUBATU3ALNS U
MunnucrepcTBo Ha ¢u-
HAHCKTE 3a mpojaxbara
Ha AK ,Bankan”

IIpunomHeTe Kak 3a-
BBPUIN TO...

CnomHsATEe cu, de
NpeTeHNUATa Ha 3eeBU
Ipyn mapxebpname 200
000 000 marTckm pgona-
pa. Ham xnment Oemre
AreHIINA 3a MpMBaTU3a-
uuA. Jpyruar camocro-
sITeJIeH OTBETHUK Oerie
MuHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha
¢unaHcuTe. VIckBT Ha
Tag 3eeBu 6Geme usA-
JI0 OTXBDBP/IEH II0 OTHOIIEHUE Ha
AreHnusA mo nmpusaTusanuA. Mu-
HICTePCTBOTO Ha pUHAHCUTE Oele
ocbmeno ga mwratu USD 10 mmH (ot
USD 200 MrH mpeTeHUM:), KOETO
cpuio Geme fo6bp pesynrar. Bb-
IIpeKM, 4e TOTABAUIHUAT TUPEKTOP
Ha AIl mckame MHOTO [la HU IIOX-
BajM My6amyHo, a u cebe cu — Ha-
eTuTe OT Hero afgBOKAaTHU, 3aIOTO
3aeHO OsXMe CIIeUeNUIu UBLSIO0
menmoro Ha All, MMHUCTBPBT Ha
¢uHaHCKUTe TOraBa HacTOABAIIE, e
CMe OT efjMH OTOOp M He paspeln

2002 I was appointed for International
arbitration to the Olympic Committee
in Lausanne.

It's hard to say which role is
professionally more annoying: when
arbitrating (especially when you are the
one and only panel member) you want
the parties to be satisfied because the

point of arbitration is to achieve not only
the legal but also worldly justice. While
in the role of a lawyer, one is absolutely
»iree“ to convince the court that the
right (and worldly logic) are on the side
of your client.

Could you mention some of your first

Ap6umwp unu adeoxam Se Facke legal

Ia ce cbobIjaBa pelleHNeTo MOHe-
e BCe IaK JbpKaBaTa Oelre o0Cb-
ITeHa MakKap M caMo 3a JeceT MJIH.
Karo nuTepecHa mogpobHOCT, MOra
a Kaxka, ye I'am 3eeBu ole He cu e
B3€JI Te3! Mapy NPUCHAEHN B HEro-
Ba ITOJI3a 32 CMETKA Ha Ibp>KaBara.

3amuraBaauM cMe IbpKaBara,
B muuero Ha All ¢/y EVN u CEZ,
KOMUTO TIIOCHAEJOBaTeIHO BoMexa
Iena 3a TOJIeMU CyMM Cpelly Ibp-
’)kaBaTa. Y4yacTBaau cCMe M B Jie-
JI0OTO, B KOE€TO TprKI/IHT XOJIOVHT
Ixeiinan 3aBefe cpemy HEK BbB
Bpb3Ka CbC CIOPAa3syMEHMeTO 3a

arbitration cases - either as a lawyer or as
an arbitrator?

The first major case we had involved
the big consulting company Arthur
Anderson, which subsequently went
bankrupt. They filed a claim for
commissions on the sale of Neftochim
and the rest of the so-called Petroleum
group - Sviloza, Neohim etc. It was
the first serious case which we worked
on in the ICC in Paris. The claim was
dismissed entirely. Then, satisfied with
the outcome, the Agency started giving
us a number of arbitration cases, which
became the fashion of the day. We were
also employed in the case Gad Zeevi vs.

COpykHUUU

Topna Appa. Hme mocwpBeTBaxme
HEK pma oTmpaBm HacpelleH MCK,
KOETO MMalle ceproseH edexT, 3a-
IMIOTO HPUHYAM TYpCKaTa CTpaHa
Ta ceé OTKaXke OT MCKa I Ja IOCTHT-
He CIIopasyMeHue Cefi BpeMe.

He counre MmHOro mompoo6HOC-
THN...

He 6mx HaBnmmM3an B moppoOHOC-
TH, 3aI[0TO APOUTPAKHUTE JIefa ce
raefpar B IpUCHbCTBUETO €QUHCTBE-
HO ¥ CaMO Ha MpeCTaBUTEINTE HA
y4acTBallNUTe CTPAaH!U, Ha apOUTpuU-
Te 1M OIpefe/ieHNsI OT apOuTpax-

Privatization Agency and the Ministry of
Finance for the sale of Balkan Airlines.

Could you remind us how it ended?

You may, perhaps, remember, that
the claim of Zeevi Group exceeded $ 200
million. Our client was the Privatization
Agency. There was also the Ministry
of Finance but it was a defendant of its
own. The claim of Gad Zeevi against the
Privatisation Agency was completely
discarded. The court ruled that the
Ministry of Finance should pay USD 10
million (out of USD 200 million initial
claim), which was also a good outcome.
It is curious to mention that to date Gad
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Simeonov © Dermendijiev

HUSI CBCTaB CeKpe-
TAp-OPOTOKOINUCT.
Hama ny6mmka. Tosu
PeXMM Ipepmonara
KOH(DUEeHI[MATHOCT,
KOATO a3 HAMaM IIpn-
YIHA [ja HapylIaBaM.
IIpunomusaM  camo
06ION3BECTHOTO,
B KOeTo CbM Oun
Y‘{aCTHI/IK OT I'BPBO
nuie.

IIa kaxxeM Hs-
KOJIKO JyMU 3a ap-
OUTPaXXHOTO  [Ie/I0
3a npoekTa Dbernene.
3ao, HapUMep, 00-
mIeCTBEHNA WMHTEpEC
TpsI6Ba Jja 3aBUCU OT
KYPHAIUCTUYECKA
MHTEepHnpeTannAa, a OTrOBOPHUTE
MULa fja MPOLEeXIaT ApeOHM MOof-
pobHOCTH. ..

ToBa Ha IpakTMKa e JeNoTO C
Hali-TONIAM pasMep, KOWITO € BO-
meH cpemy boearapua. ®opmanHo,
uckspT Geme BomeH cpemy HEK,
HO [OKO/IKOTO KOMIIAHMATA € CBC
100% [bp>XaBHO Yy4acTHe, OTTO-
BOPHOCTTa € 3a bbarapma. Koraro
IeJIOTO 3aroyYBalle, TOTaBAIIHUSIT
MUHUCTHP Ha UKOHOMMKATa [lensH
obpes nsBectu: ,Hue cu Haexme
elHa aMePUKAHCKA KaHTOPa, KOSATO
HI yBepM, Y€ HAMA HUMKAKDBB IIPO-
6nem. Hue BpOOUIE He ce mpuTec-
HsABaMe oT Hero“. CaMoyBepeHU
6axa u gymute Ha MuHuCTHp Cu-

Zeevi have not taken the money awarded
in their favor yet.

We have defended the country via the
PA vs. EVN and CEZ, which consistently
filed cases against the state claiming large
sums. We have participated in Ceylan
Holding vs NEC, where the Turkish party
filed a case against NEC in connection

with the Agreement on Gorna Arda. We
advised NEC to lodge a counterclaim,
which had a serious effect because the
Turkish side was forced to give up and
was eager to reach an agreement in time.

You seem to be economical with the
details ...

- 25years-

MeoH J[AHKOB, KOWTO Kasa: ,,Hs-
KaKBJ pycHanu Hu 3aBenn uck. Ile
M HaIUIACKaMe M Ime xomar'. 3a
ChXajleHue, pe3yaTaTbT He Oelre
Criopes oYakBaHUATa (ycMuxXBa ce
ThXkHO) — HEK ca ochaenn ma ma-
TAT cyMa Hafi 600 MH eBpo, a [I'bp-
JKaBaTa UM OTIIYCHA 3aeM B CBIINSA
pasmep.

IIpun moyru 300 crpaHunyu pe-
HieHMe, KAKBJ ca BalIuTe U3BOAM
aHec?

Pemennero e B OvYakBaHMA 3a
TOJIKOBA TEX'BK Kasyc obem. Moxe
fa IMpPO3By4YM CMeEJO, HO 3a MeH
II'bpBaTa M HAll-Ba)KHATA HPUYN-
Ha 3a Tasu 3ary6a, e B msbopa Ha

I would not go into details, because
arbitration cases are heard in the
presence solely of representatives of
the parties involved, the arbitrators
appointed by the tribunal, and the
arbitral secretary. No audience. This
involves confidentiality, which I have no
reason to break. I can only recall what is
already publicly known but in which I
had a first hand experience.

Could you say a few words about the
Belene project arbitration? Why, for
example, should public interest depend on
journalistic interpretation while decision
makers be left to deal with trifle details?

3aIMTHUK Ha OBIrapckaTa Kaysa.
HleiicTBUTENHO, M3OpaHaTa aMepu-
KaHCKa KaHTOpa € C TO/MsAM OIUT B
apOuUTpakuTe MPOM3BOACTBA, HO
He I B crienu¢uKara Ha B3alIMOOT-
HOIIEHMATA HA CTPAHUTE OT M3Tou-
Ha EBpoma. C nBe nymu, npu ns6o-
pa Ha afjBOKAT, C/IefiBa [a Ce ABPXKU
CMeTKa U 3a HapOJOICUXONOTHATA
I MAaHTAaJINUTETa HaA y‘{aCTHI/H_U/I-
Te B crnopa. BaXHO € OCHOBHUAT
eKIII NIpOoLleCyaJHN 3aIUTHULIY Ta
0be OT cbljaTa HAIVOHAMTHOCT: B
TO3U CMUCDHI ApXEHTUHA € JOC-
Ta [OODp HmpUMep: Cpeljy TAX, IO
IIOBOJ, JeBajBalusATa Ha IeCOTO,
0sXxa 3aBefjeHM KPYIIHM MCKOBE OT
CBE€TOBHUM KOMIIaHUW, HAa OCHOBa-

This is, infact, the largest scale case
ever filed against Bulgaria. Formally,
the claim was against NEC, but as far as
the company is 100% state owned, it was
ultimately a case against Bulgaria. When
it started the then Minister of Economy
Delyan Dobrev said: ,,We have hired an
American firm that has assured us there
would be no problem. We are not worried
about it.“ Minister Simeon Dyankov was
equally overconfident by saying: ,,Some
Russians have filed a claim. We will
spank them and they will walk away.*
Unfortunately, the outcome proved them
wrong (smiles sadly). NEC were ruled
to pay a sum of over 600 million euros,



Hue BammHrTOHCKaTa KOHBCHIIMA
- B HAYa/IOTO Ap>XEHTMHINUTE Haexa
TojieMMn afBOKAaTCKM KaHTOpU, HO B
X0/[a Ha fenaTa IMpo3pAaxa U mocre-
IIEHHO CU m3rpannxa CBOM IIpaBHU
C€KIIIM, KOMUTO 3aluTuxa MHOTO

mobpe nHTepecuTe Ha Ap)KeHTHUHA.

which the state had to lend them.

A decision of nearly 300 pages.... What
conclusions can you draw today?

The decision’s length is relevant to
the complexity of the case. It may sound
bold to say, but for me the first and
foremost reason for this loss is the choice
of the legal defender for the Bulgarian
cause. Indeed, the US firm had extensive
experience in arbitration proceedings,
but was not familiar with the specifics
of the relations of Eastern European
countries. In a nutshell, when choosing
a lawyer the psychology and mentality
of the parties in the dispute should be

Apbumop unu adeoxam Se Facke legal

Taka MecTHNUTe KaHTOPY IIOCTUTA-
Xa MHOTO IO-A00pU pe3ynaTaTu OT
MU3BECTHUTE U IpPE€XBAaJI€HUN YYyXK-
HecCTpaHHM KaHTOpPU. 3a TOBA MMa
JIeCHO O0sCHeHMe - BCUYKYU apbu-
Tpa>XHU [1ejia, 110 KOUTO B’b}IFaPI/IH
e CTpaHa, Cce BOAAT II0 MECTHOTO

taken into account. It is important for
the core team on the defense to be of the
same nationality. Speaking of which,
Argentina is a pretty good example: in
connection with the devaluation of the
peso, major claims by global companies
were brought against it on the grounds
of the Washington Convention. At the
beginning the Argentines hired big
international names to defend them
but in the course of proceedings it
dawned upon them and they built their
own legal teams who defended the
Argentinian cause very well. Thus local
firms achieved much better results than
renown foreign firms did. And there is an

npaso. B 90 Ha cTo oT goroBopurte
B apOuTpaXKHUTe K/Iay3! ce 3ajara
OPUIOKMMOTO PABO Jja e Obarap-
CKOTO.

3amo saryb6mxme taka daran-
HO?

3a MeH, OT TOBAa, KOETO MU W3-
BECTHO, CTaBa JjyMa 3a pe3y/ITar OT
Jolo CHOMpAaHM JJOKA3aTeNCTBa,
HEIPaBWJIHO M HPUCTPACTHO TBII-
KyBaHU, OT HENPeMEepPeHM [eilCT-
BUA Ha IOPUCTU, KOUTO He IO3Ha-
BaT HalleTo NpaBo. Beye c¢bM ro
Ka3asl, HO 110 TOBA JIeJIO Ce OKa3a, e
CeKpeTaps-NMpPOTOKONNUCT Ha apou-
TPa)XXHMSA CBCTaB € PyCHaK — TOBA
€ OIIaCHO, JJOKOJIKOTO Tas3u Gurypa
yJacTBa aKTUBHO IIPM M3TOTBSAHE
Ha NPOeKTa 3a pelleHNue, a Ipole-
CyaJlHUTe IpefcTaBUTeNN Ha bbi-
rapus ca HeIJIVDKMpanu To3u (akr.
YyxmecTpaHHUTE aiBOKATU CUTYP-
HO Ca MOXEJIN Jla TO YCTaHOBAT, HO
Te HAMAT TO3M BUJ MucneHe. [Jopu
caMo To3M aKT — CeKpeTap-Ipo-
TOKOMNMCT OT PYCKM IPOU3XOX -
Oelre OCHOBaHMeE JIa Ce aTaKyBa IO
pena Ha orMmsaHarta B lIBerinapus.
Hemo, xoeTto mo HeoOACHUMU 3a
MeH NIpUYMHMU, He ce Hanmpasu. He
e 3a mpeHeOperBaHe U KOHIUKTA
Ha MHTEpPEeCU KOWTO Ce MOABU IIPU
amBokatute Ha HEK - oxkasa ce
Je MeXJYBPEMEHHO, B TeYeHIe Ha
mpolieca Te ca Imoenyu raobanHaTa
samuTa Ha Pyckara demepanusa mo
HAl-TO/IMOTO apOUTPAKHO [0

easy explanation for this: all arbitration
cases which Bulgaria is a party to should
remain under national law. In 90 percent
of the contracts arbitration clauses have
Bulgarian law as the applicable one.

Why did we suffer such a dramatic loss
then?

From what I know, I believe it was the
result of badly collected, improperly or
even biasedly interpreted evidence; of
understeered actions of lawyers who
were unfamiliar with our law. Let me
say it again: the arbitral secretary of the
tribunal was Russian - this should have
been acknowledged as dangerous, as

s /{1
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B CBeTa O MOMEHTA — TOBA Ha
IOKOC cpemy Pycus 3a xono-
canHaTa cyma oT 50 Muauappma.
Ianmu mo romeMmusT KIMEHT He
HOMUHMpa B IJIaBUTE HAa Te3U
JY)KIeHIM-HAlY  aJBOKATK?
Bue xax mmcnaute? Ila He KO-

MeHTHpaM u ¢akra, 4e Te Ho- |
ChBeTBaxa HalllaTa AbpXKaBa Aa |

He JCKa OTMSIHA B CPOKa Ipe[
[IIBetiriapcKuUsT denepanen
CBJ.

ToraBa Tpa6Ba M ma cme
JOBOTHM, Ye HU 6AXa Ompo-
CTEHM eJHU CEePUO3HU CyMU
OT IUXBUTE, KOUTO Ce TPymaxa
BCEKV M3MUHA TeH?

(ycmuxea ce) Hemara misaxa
la ca [OCTa pasIM4YHU, AKO
0sXMe 3alloOYHANIM TPOLEAY-
pa IO OTMsHA Ha apOUTPaKHO
pellleHNe, 3a KOeTO HAKOU CU
MUCJIAT, Y€ e IS0 a € MHO-
ro ckbpno. Ho ToBa He e BApHO.
Cymara 3a oTMsAHAaTa IpaKTU-
J4eCK) IpeACcTaBIIABa eflBa efHa
leceTa OT J/NMXBaTa Ha JeH,

AN

KOATO HU ce Tpymamie. AKO HUe
0s1XMe 3almoYHaAM TaKaBa IMpo-
neaypa u 6sXxMe OKasamm cepu-
03eH apryMeHTMpaH 0OOCHOBaH
IOpUIMYECKN TOXO0/ 32 3aI[UTa
cpeuy apOMTpPakKHOTO pelle-
HIle, a3 CBM CUTYPeH, 4e He caMo
nrAaxa na HM OIIPOCTAT JIMXBUTE,
HO IjAXa [a JOMJaT Ha CIOopa-
3yMeHMe 3a II0JIOBMHATA OT CY-
Mara, 3a KOSITO HU OCBAMXA Jja
npatuM. Yymm am cre 3a HAKOe
apOUTpaXKHO fie/1o0, IO KOeTO fa
uMa TOOPOBOMHO IJIalaHe KaTo
B crydas bemene.

A3 He ce cemam, HO CIefi KaToO
T'apg 3eeBu cimem apOuTpax ome
He CU e B3eJl Hapure...

Taka e, cmeq KaTo M TOM OIle
He cu ru e B3ei. llle B kaXka, Koe
Oenre IBPBOTO MI€N0 MO KOETO
bopnarapusa we mnaru. Cpemnry Hac
3aBefloXa UCK 3a IpM3HaBaHe pe-
IIEHNETO TYK, HO UCKBT Oellle He-
ycrnemreH. ToBa Gemre fenroTo Ha
rppukus 6usHecmeH Koxanuc,
cpewy 6bnrapckus CoopreH To-
tanusarop. ToBa Oele BpemeTo,

koratro mnpo¢d. XKusko Cranes
Oemre B ChCTaBa KaTo apOUTHP
B IlapuX, 1 Hammca CBOETO ap-
TYMEHTMPAHO OCOOEHO MHEHMe.
ToraBa KakBu /M He IIPUKA3KU
Ce M3roBOpMXa: KaK Taka HsAMa
ma usmbaHABaMe [lapuxko ap-

MMa IOpOLM, HAMA a TO U3I'BII-
HsBaMe.
TpsabBa ga kaka 1 Ha BalIuTe

| YyTaTeNM, 4e OT TOBA HeIIalla-

He, IpPaKTUYeCKM He IMOCTpaja
Hamata (Obarapckara) pemy-
tanusa. IlocnegHoTO pelleHue,
IO KOoeTo bbiarapmsa ome He e
mnatuaa 6eme Ha KoHcopimy-
ma MAK/AIMAK cpemy Jle-
tume Codus 3a wusrpaxpaHe
Ha monocara. VMckbr 6eme 3a
okono USD 54 wmwmnmona. Ilo
TOBa [[€JI0 HE CaMO O MOMEHTaA
He € IJIaTE€HO, a ce 06yKajnBa II0
BCUYKN MHCTAHIUN U HCTI/H_HCTO
Opoxb/KaBa CbhAaeOHMUTE OUT-
ku. ToBa 03HayaBa HEIO0 MHOTO
BaXHO — bbarapusa gocera pApn-

| KO e mamana go6pOBOHO MO

i

| 6urpaxno pemenue. [la, korato |

arbitral award, which some think would
have been very expensive. Which,
however, is not true. The amount would
have equalled practically just one-
tenth of the daily interest which was
piling up. If we had started this process
and employed a soundly argumented
legal approach to protect against the
arbitration award, I am convinced that
not only would we have been forgiven
the interest, but also an agreement could
have been reached for half the amount
we were sentenced to pay. Have you
heard of any other arbitration case where
voluntary payment was made, as in the
Belene case?

far as the figure of the latter is actively
involved in the preparation of the draft
resolution. The legal representatives of
Bulgaria, however, neglected this fact.
The foreign lawyers could have easily
found it out in advance but they simply
lack this kind of thinking. This fact
alone - a secretary of Russian origin,
was sufficient to repeal in Switzerland.
Why this wasn’t done remains a
mystery to me. Another fact that was
overlooked was the conflict of interest
that occurred with NEC’s lawyers. In
the course of the case it became clear
that they had worked on the global
defense of the Russian Federation’s

biggest arbitration case in the world
to date, that of YUKOS vs. Russia, for
the colossal sum of 50 billion. Does the
bigger customer not dominate in the
minds of these foreign lawyers of ours?
What do you think? Let alone the fact
that they advised our state not to seek
repeal of the deadline before the Swiss
Federal Court.

Should we be happy then that we were
forgiven serious amounts of interest that
had been piling up every day?

(Smiles) Things would have looked
quite differently had we started
proceedings for annulment of the
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Not that I've heard of. Not even in the
Gad Zeevi case after arbitration...

True, even they have not received
their money yet. I can tell you which
the first case in which Bulgaria did not
pay was: a claim was filed against us for
recognition of the decision here, but the
claim was unsuccessful. That was the case
of Greek businessman Kokkalis against
the Bulgarian Sports Totalizator. At the
time prof. Zhivko Stalev was a member
of the arbitration panel in Paris so he
wrote a well-grounded opinion. All sorts
of comments were heard then: how come
we would not comply with the Paris
court award?! Yes, when it is wrong, we

will not comply.

Your readers will be interested to
understand that this non-compliance
and non-payment did not in reality
damage our (Bulgarian) reputation. The
latest decision on which Bulgaria was
sentenced to pay but hasn’t was MAK/
DMAK Consortium vs. Sofia Airport,
on the construction of the runway. The
claim was for about USD 54 million.
Not only has the amount remained
unpaid to date but also the decision has
been appealed at all possible instances
and the airport is continuing fighting
its legal battles. This has an important
implication -- Bulgaria has so far rarely

apbutpaxxHu perreHns. ToBa e
U MacoBara CBETOBHA INPaKTHU-
Ka Ha TOJIeMUTe KOPHOpAIUU I
I'bpP>KaBM, KOTATO Ca OCDHIEHN
OT apOuTpax, ¢ U3KIYeHNe Ha
peleHusTa 10 BammHrroHckara ’
KOHBEHIIVS, KOITO Ce M3II'B/IHA- |
BaT NPUHUJUTETHO ¥ BeHAra.

Pemennero no Bernene o6aue He |

e oT Tax. [I'bpBOTO ZOO6POBOTHO
u 6e3mpobIeMHO € ITAIlaHeTo
IO JenoTo ,bemrene“. As HamaMm
00sICHeHNe 3a110 TaKa ce CAYYN. |

Bamara xanrtopa ,Cumeo- |
HOB U JlepMeHX1eB" U3BDBPII-

Ba KOHCYy/ITaly IIO JOroBopa C F

IOpokonTep u B XXbATaTa Ipeca
ce Tppbu 3a emgumH QaHTACTUY-
Hu cymu. Koe e BApHOTO U flanu
MUHHUCTBpPa B OcTaBKa HeHues,
KOTO MMa NPOOIeMH C NPOKY-
parypara, me Tpsb6Ba u 3a TOBa
Iia OTTOBapA?

He cmATamM, 4Ye MUHNCTBP
HenueB Tps6Ba fa otroBaps 3a
TOBa CU pelleHye. 1oBa e eauH
CTap cayd4ail 3a JoroBop Ha Mu-
HICTEPCTBOTO Ha oOTOpaHara
¢ IOpoxonrep, 3a mocTaBKa Ha
BOeHHM XxenmkonTepu Kyrap n
ITanTep. JoroBopsT € oT 2006-
Ta TOJAMHA, TO IIpe3 TOOMHUTE
€ UBI'b/IHABAH, aHEKCUPAH, IIpe-
moroBapsH. ViMano e JombIHU-
TeJTHa BPb3Ka C efUuH OQCeTHU
CIIOpa3yMeHMs 3a M3TPaxK/laHe

" Ha 6asu ot IOpoxontep B Bbi-

rapus. ToBa e efHa MHOTO cepn-

' 03Ha IopuAMIecKa 6asa, B KOITO

TN

LS MRS 3

paid voluntarily awards. The first

voluntary and effortless payment was

and remains the Belene case. I have no
explanation why that happened.

Your firm Simeonov & Dermendjiev
is offering consulting services on the
Eurocopter  contract and  tabloids
trumpeted about outrageous legal service
fees. Is this true and will Minister under
resignation Nenchev, who is already
having issues with the prosecution, be
answerable for that as well?

I do not think Minister Nenchev
should be held responsible for this
decision. This is an old case of a contract

|
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B/IN3aT BKIYUTETHO [OTOBOPUN
c 6aHKM, KOUTO ca (pUHAHCUPAIU
n T.H. MUHNCTEpPCTBOTO € MMaJo
BU3NA Na €€ NPUKIKYN TO3U Bb-
IpoC, 3alOTO Ipe3 TOAMHNUTE e
UMajo CyMU 3a pasimramane. Kon-
KypcsT Ha MO 6ele B paMKuTe Ha
00I[eCTBeHNTEe TOPDBIKYU, KOUTO €
3aII0YHAJI Ollle OT BPeMeTO Ha M-
HUCTBp HalifieHOB, 3a110TO OCBEH
BCUIYKO Tp;16Bame fa MMa IIpaB€H
aHa/!N3 1 fla e ICHO, Ja/ln uMa CMU-
C’BJI Jla Ce OTUBA KM apOUTpax 10
To3u cnop. Ha xonkypca Hue 6s-
xMe 06110 9 KaHTOpM OT KOUTO 4
- MeXIyHaponHu. Bcuykara moky-
MEHTalMsA [0 TO3M KOHKYpPC e Ka-
yeHa Ha calita Ha MO. B pesynrar
HUe CIedYe/nuxMe, KaTo Ha IIPaKTU-
Ka HAMAIe HITO eIHO Bb3pakeHne
UM Xanba cpeury HammAT u3bop.

B eqna menus usnese, ye MUHIIC-
Tbp Hendues e mmatun Ha Bamarta
KaHTOpa 2 U MOJOBMHA MUIMOHA
3a MpaBHMUA AHAJIN3 U 33 eBEHTYaJI-
HOTO IIPOIeCYaNHO HMpeCcTaBUTEN-
CTBO...

Cam pasbupare, 4e TOBa € HEBD3-
MOXXHO — 3a IIpaB€H aHanu3 2 MJIH
U TIOJIOBMHA JieBa. ToBa e TONIKOBa
IpecuieHo, Ye NpefCTaBIABa ABHA
CIIeKy/Ialysl U 3JTOHAMEePeHO JeilCT-
Be. B mpegmera Ha mopbuKaTa
Oelle BKIIOYEHO M3MCKBAHETO afi-
BOKATITe, KOMTO IPABAT aHA/IM3a Jla
6bmar B cbcTOsAHME (12 MMAT OIIUT U
KaIlal[UTeT) Ja I0eMaT eBeHTYaTHO
IpOIleCyaTHO MHpeACTaBUTEICTBO.

concluded between the Ministry of
Defense and Eurocopter for the supply of
Cougar and Panther military helicopters.
The original contract was signed in 2006
and was implemented, annexed and
renegotiated many times over the years.
Additionally, this was interlinked with
offset agreements for the construction of
various sites by Eurocopter in Bulgaria.
This is a complex legal base which even
includes contracts with the financing
banks. The Ministry had the vision to
finalize this issue because there had been
outstanding amounts over the years.
The public procurement announced by
MoD was started at the time of Minister
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Adsokambm-riemey,

IIpaBHMAT aHanMu3, KOMTO € CpaB-
HUTEITHO ny6)11/1'{eH, npn yC}IOBI/IHTa
Ha 3akoHa 3a HOCTBI g0 MHOP-
Manu#A, II0OKa3Ba OTPOMHUM HECDH-
OTBETCTBUA Mexny JOTOBOPEHOTO
n u3MbIHeHOTO OT IOpoxomTep.

Naydenov, because apart from other
things, a legal analysis was needed to see
if it would make sense for the ministry
to seek arbitration in this dispute. Nine
legal firms bid for that including 4
international ones. All documentation
in this competition is accessible to the
public on the website of the Ministry of
Defense. In the end t was us who got the
procurement and there was no objection
or appeal against that.

The media came out with the news that
Minister Nenchev has paid your firm 2.5
million for the legal analysis and possible
litigation...

Tesu HecbOTBeTCTBUA IIpefIIOsa-
raxa MUHUCTEPCTBOTO Ja IpefsAaBU
nperennyusa KpM IOpoxomrep. Ap-
OUTpaXHMAT IpoOLieC Ce pasBUBa
MHOTO MHTEH3UMBHO, TON Ile € Hal-
MAJIKO TP TOIVHU U € pa3fe/eH Ha

You do understand this can’t be true
- 2.5 million leva for legal analysis. It's
so far-fetched that it is clearly gross
speculation and malicious action. The
subject of the contract contained a
requirement that lawyers who do the
analysis should be able, i.e. have the
experience and capacity to represent
the client in a would-be litigation. The
legal analysis, which is relatively public
as subject to the Access to Information
Act, showed huge discrepancies between
what had been agreed and what was
implemented by Eurocopter. These
inconsistencies prompted the Ministry
to file a claim against Eurocopter. The



erann. ChrmacHO Hamiata odepra,
NAIlaHNATa Ha XOHOpapure ca B
CbOTBETCTBNE C T€3U €Talll 1 OCBEH
MIUHUMYyMa 33 pPa3HOCKM, OCTaHa-
NMUTe MJIALAHUA Ca IIOf], YC/IOBUA U
3aBUCAT OT pe3y/aTaTa Ha eHO WK
IpYyTo feiicTBMe. BcM4Ko € BbB Bpe-
MeTO U e IOJ ycaoBue. ToBa fieno e
TOYHOTO TOJIKOBA CTIOXKHO, KOJIKOTO
e genoro 3a bemeHe. 3amoTo max e
B apburpaxa B [lapux, mak umame
efuH Kyn fokymentanua. Camo 3a
CpaBHEHNe IIle BY Kaka Ye pasxofn-
Te 10 enoTo benene 3a 6bnrapcka-
Ta cTpaHa ca € 27 MWINMOHA, a BUE
MU TOBOpUTeE, Ye ca GoMbacTuIHM
pasxopu nop, € 1 MUINOH.

ToraBa fja xakeM KaKBU ca pas-
XOZUTe Ha pycKaTa CTpaHa 110 TOBA
menmo, IpU TOJOXKeHue, 4e TA e
nier;?

ITo menoTo benene pyckara ctpa-
Ha ¥Ma Npu3HaTu pasxonu ot € 17
MuanoHa. ToBa 1 MeH Me M3HEeHaJ -
Ba, IIpM IIO/JIOXKE€HME, Y€ UNIENDT
BMHArM MMa MHOTO IOBede pabo-
Ta B mpomeca. Hme xato crpana-
OTBETHUK AB/KUM € 27 MUIMOHA
PasHOCKM, a Te Karo mumen - € 17
munnoHa. CTpaHHO e, fia.

ApOuTBHp MU CTe MOBedYe WIU
agBoKar?

M pmBete. VI KakKTO Bedye Kasax
npefu, MMEHHO TOBA HU € CHUJIATa.
Kaspam Hamata cmia, IIOHEXe HIe
cMme exut oT 10 4oBeKka u cMme 3aef-
HO moBede oT 20 roguau. VimeHHO

arbitration process is evolving fast, yet it
will take at least three years to complete
and is divided into stages. Under our
offer, payment of fees is in accordance
with these stages. There are guaranteed
minimum to cover our expenses, but all
other fees are conditional and depend on
the outcome of one action or another.

Activities are negotiated in time and are
subject to conditions. This case is just as
complicated as is the case for Belene.

Then let’s mention the expenses for the
Russian side in this case, given that it was
the plaintiff

In the case of Belene the Russian side

Apbumop unu adeoxam Se Facke legal

TOBAa HM IT03BONABA AJBOKAaTCKO
npyxectso S&D pma pasmomara ¢
ONUT U eKCIIepTU3a, KOUTO CUCTe-
MAaTUYHO CME HanynBam/[, paSBI/I-
Ba/IM U HaJrpaxkgame eXXeTHEeBHO.

B HayamoTo cmomMeHaxTe, 4e CTe
YHHKATHO M PpPa3sIUu4YHO [pYyKe-
CTBO — 3aI10 Ta3M yBepeHocT?

3amoTo cMe eKnIl, B KOMTO BCe-

KI € JINYHOCT " TOBa HE € IIpeYKa,

6e3 ycuaus u 1o fb160K0 BBTpell-
HO ybexpeHue, fa paboTUM Karo
eIHa-eMHCTBEHA MAlIVHA, U3KII0-
9MTETHO M CAMO B MHTEpeC Ha Kay-
3aTa Ha K/IMEeHTa, 6e3 KOHIHKTYp-
HI oTK/IOHeHMA. Hue He cMe camo
KOJIeTM, HO W TPUATENN, MMaMe
o6y MHTepecu U3BBH paboraTa
KaTO Hail-MHOTO O0OpbljamMe BHIU-
MaHMe Ha CIOpTa — Kapame CKI,
UrpaeM TeHIUC, Cbpdupame.

got awarded € 17 million on expenses
incurred. I was surprised too, given
that the plaintiff has a lot more work
and costs in the process. We owed € 27
million on expenses as the respondent,
whereas theirs were estimated at a mere
€ 17 million as the plaintiff. Odd enough,

yes.

In the beginning you mentioned that
you are a uniqueand different company.
Why this confidence?

Bucoko, 8ucoko

Because we are a team of individuals,
which does not prevent us from
working as one; we achieve that easily
and based on deep inner conviction,
exclusively in the interest of the cause
of the client with unweavering focus,
regardless of the circumstances. And
because we are not only colleagues
but also friends; we have common
interests outside of work and pay
special attention to sports - we go
skiing, surfing and play tennis.
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B ,,Cumeonol u AepmengkueB” cme agBokamu
¢ uyBemBo 3a uHmezpumem u noumexocm

Ana Benxosa u Bacun batiues

Taka HapeueHara ,cbpe6Ha pedopma‘
e HaVMeHOBaHVe Ha Hello, KOeTO MHTepe-
cyBa cskam camo momrruimre. ChiebHara
pedopma e HpaBCTBEHa KAaTeropys, KOSTO
[IMHCTBEHO 3aBNCK OT MOPA/IA, 3HAHMUETO,
OTAAfIeHOCTTA, JVCLMIVIIHATA ¥ [IOYTEHOCT-
Ta Ha XWISITE I0PUCTIL, KOUTO EKETHEBHO Ce
3aHJMABAT C IpUJIaraHe Ha 3aKOHA - CHINM,
aJIBOKATH, IOPVCKOHCY/ITH, IIPOKYPOPH, CTle-
foBaten, oymian. [ToHexe HIKbE B 3aK0-
Ha He € 3a0paHeHO a Ce MIIIAT KAYeCTBEHN
¥ aPTYMEHTVMPAHN PELIEHILS, KAKTO IO IPABAT
MHOTO OT ChUIATe; HUK'bie He € 3a0paHeHo a
ce TIOATOTBSAT afBOKATITE 32 BCAKO CHIEOHO
3acejaHyle; YIaCTHULINTE B poLeca TpsiOBa fia
Ca IapTHbOPY 32 PasKpyBaHe Ha 0OEKTUBHA-
Ta JICTVHA U 3 IIOTy4aBaHe Ha CIIPABEINBO
pelieHyte, CIIOpey; HOPMITE Ha IIPABOTO, a He
BoroBary rpymy. [losHaBame ajBoKarypara
OyKBJTHO OT HAYAJI0TO HA NPEXOJiA - TOraBa
BopeLLyt 651xa SHAHVMETO, MOPA/Ia I MIHTe/eKTa
- cera He e ChBCeM Taka. 3a ChKajeHue 1Ma
KOJIETY, KOUTO M3IIO/I3BaT CaMO ,,3BaHIETO
6e3 CHIbPKAHMETO HA TPOQECHATa ,,aIBO-
Kar

[IpreMCTBEHOCTTA ¥ TPAIVLIATA Ca Te3U
XapaKTePVCTUKI, KOWTO IO3BO/SIBAT fa Ce
BBpBY Hanper. B ,,CuMeoHoB 1 JlepMeHDKI-
eB“ CMe ajJBOKATU C YYBCTBO 32 MHTEIPUTET

U TIOYTEHOCT, 32 HAC KaysaTa Ha K/MEHTa e
MuCHsL. 3a Ja 3alUTIM Te3ata CI, de Ipode-
CHOHJTUCTBT JIa € Pyl BCUUKO YOBEK, HIle
PabOTMM 3a MHOXECTBO OOLIECTBEHO 3HAYN-
My Kaysu. EfHa oT Tax e mpaBoTo Ha EBpo-
TEJICKMA CBI03 - HeIo, KOeTO MPOXB/DKABa
Jia 3BY4M €K30TUYHO 32 MO-TO/LIMATA 4acT OT
IOpVCTHUTE, BBIPEKN Ye Tasyl TOfVHA Ce Ha-
BbpuBar 10 rogmuy ot wieHcrBoTo HI B EC:
HaIAT oyc MOAIOMAara aKTUBHO JeIHOCT-
Ta Ha bbrapcka aconyanys sa Esponelicko
TIpaBoO, TIPEfCEAATE/ICTBAHA OT AJIeKCAaHIbP
Apabamxues, comys B Cbaa Ha EBponerickust

CBI03.

ChlLieBpeMeHHO, OT HAKOIKO TOAVHH, C
ycIIex, Ch3flaBaMe TIPEINOCTaBKI 3 00e/IiHe-
HIle Ha IOPVCTUTE OT BCUUKM chepy Ha TIpa-
BOTO Upe3 CIIOPT - Hall-Bedye TEHVC Ha KOPT
(mpasum typuupnu B Codust, Byprac, Xacko-
BO, Ha KOUTO yJacTBaT He CaMo a[JBOKATIL, HO
U CBN, TIPOKYPOPY, HOTAPUYCIL), A OT TasK
TOJIMHA - OpraHyU3MpaMe IPYIOBO KapaHe Ha
CKM, 32 TOBA JIATO CMe IVTAHMPATIN JIBYHEB-
Ha KOJIOe3fjaqHa OOMKO/IKA 113 HIYICKAaTa JacT
Ha Crapa miaHnHa. AHa e OT yJYpefuTenTe
Ha CriopTeH K1y6 AJIBOKaT.

At Simeonov & Dermendjiev we are lawyers

with a sense of integrity and honesty
Ana Velkova and Vasil Baychev

The so called ,,judicial reform" is a name
standing for something that only politicians
seem to be interested in. A judicial reform
is a moral category that solely depends
on the morality, knowledge, dedication,
discipline and integrity of the thousands
of lawyers involved in implementing the
law daily: judges, attorneys, solicitors,
prosecutors, investigators, police officers.
This is so because the law does not prohibit
judges from writing quality reasoned
decisions, and most judges do so; it does
not prohibit attorneys from preparing for
every hearing; participants in the process
must be partners aiming at obtaining
the truth and reaching a fair decision
according to the norms of law, and not

opponents at war. We know what attorneys
were like when we started, literally at the
transition period: unlike today they were
professionals led by knowledge, morality
and intellect. Unfortunately, today there
are colleagues who only use the attorney’s
»title” without the content which the legal
profession involves.

Continuity and tradition is what
helps us move forwards. At Simeonov &
Dermendjiev we are lawyers with a sense
of integrity and honesty and the customers
cause is our mission. Being professional
means being human above all, which is
why we work on many socially important
causes such as EU law for instance, which
still sounds exotic to most lawyers,

although it has been a decade already
since the country is a EU member. Our
office actively supports the activities of the
Bulgarian Association for European Law,
chaired by Alexander Arabadjiev, judge at
the Court of the European Union.

At the same time we work for uniting
lawyers from all walks of the profession
through sports, tennis in particular; we
organize tournaments in Sofia, Burgas,
Haskovo which are open to attorneys,
judges, prosecutors and notaries alike. This
year we are starting a group skiing event,
and for the summer we have planned a
two-day cycling tour around the lower part
of the Balkan mountain. Ana is among the
founders of the Sports Club of the Attorney.






